Cutaneous Chromoblastomycosis Caused by Veronaea botryosa in a Patient with Pemphigus Vulgaris and Review of Published Reports.
Chromoblastomycosis and phaeohyphomycosis represent two poles of a disease spectrum caused by melanized fungi. Veronaea botryosa belongs to a small genus of saprobic fungi that occasionally cause human infections. To date, 11 cases of V. botryosa-induced cutaneous phaeohyphomycosis have been actually reported since 1990 after exclusion of 2 duplicated cases. We report the first case to our knowledge of cutaneous chromoblastomycosis caused by V. botryosa in a patient with pemphigus vulgaris. A 61-year-old man with 5-year history of pemphigus vulgaris and long-term treatment of corticosteroids and immunosuppressive agents developed multiple nodules on the dorsum of right wrist and hand after wrist trauma. Skin biopsy showed numerous brown muriform cells and a few septate hyphae in the tissue. Veronaea botryosa was isolated from the biopsy samples and then identified based on morphologic observation and DNA sequencing. The patient underwent immediate withdrawal of cyclophosphamide and gradual decrease in prednisone. Skin lesions healed after 5-month itraconazole therapy with an interval of 1-month terbinafine and one cycle of liquid nitrogen cryotherapy. Our results demonstrate that V. botryosa could induce both chromoblastomycosis and phaeohyphomycosis. Combined use of itraconazole and cryotherapy may be preferable to treat this infection.